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adults to drink responsibly and moderately—
since the .08 BAC standard is not reached
until a 170-pound man has had more than
four drinks in an hour, and three for a typical
woman.

This should not be a partisan issue. In-
deed, the bipartisan work of Congresswoman
Lowey and Congressman Canady and Sen-
ators Lautenberg and DeWine, proves that
when leaders from both parties come to-
gether, we can set aside political differences
to save lives and serve America. It is my fer-
vent hope that the majority of the House will
join the large bipartisan majority in the Sen-
ate and send me legislation that will make
our streets safe, our drivers sober, and our
laws more sensible.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Campaign
Finance Reform Legislation
March 30, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:
The Congress has an obligation and an op-

portunity to strengthen our democracy by
passing comprehensive campaign finance re-
form. Instead, the Congressional leadership
is attempting to derail serious, bipartisan
campaign finance reform through procedural
means.

The bipartisan plan proposed by Rep-
resentatives Christopher Shays and Martin
Meehan is genuine, tough reform, supported
by a large number of lawmakers of both par-
ties. It would address serious flaws in the
campaign finance system, by banning un-
regulated ‘‘soft money’’ raised by both par-
ties, addressing backdoor campaign spending
by outside organizations, and strengthening
disclosure. This bipartisan measure is the
best chance in years to reduce the role of
special interests, give voters a louder voice,
and treat fairly incumbents and challengers
of both parties. This measure has the support
of a majority of the Senate, and I believe
that if it were allowed to come for a vote,
it would have the support of a majority of
the House as well.

Instead, the House leadership has deter-
mined to thwart serious reform. It has re-
fused to allow the Shays-Meehan bill even

to come up for a vote. Instead, it has offered
a plan stocked with proposals—including the
so-called ‘‘Paycheck Protection’’ and ‘‘Elec-
tion Integrity’’ provisions—that are harshly
partisan and plainly unacceptable.

Behind the blizzard of proposals and pro-
cedural complications, one thing is clear: this
is a transparent effort to block reform. I call
on the House of Representatives to rise to
its responsibility, bring the Shays-Meehan
bill to an up-or-down vote, and give the
American people the reform they deserve.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Interview With Ebony, Jet, and the
American Urban Radio Network in
Cape Town
March 27, 1998

Slavery
Q. Mr. President, you’ve made it emphati-

cally clear that you will not apologize for slav-
ery. Do you understand why there’s such
controversy around the issue, and are you
prepared for Goree Island?

The President. Oh, yes. I think—it was
interesting, because after I spoke in Ghana
and then in Uganda, and when I spoke in
Uganda about how wrong we were to be in-
volved in the slave trade, some people in
America said, ‘‘Well, why did you do this in
Africa,’’ and ‘‘Why haven’t you done the same
thing in America?’’ But most of my African-
American friends and advisers don’t believe
that we should get into what was essentially
a press story about whether there should be
an apology for slavery in America. They think
that that’s what the 13th, 14th, and 15th
amendment was; they think that’s what the
civil rights legislation was; and they think we
need to be looking toward the future.

But when an American President comes
to Africa for the first time and makes a seri-
ous trip and a serious commitment to the
future, I think recognizing the fact that we
did a bad thing in being part of the slave
trade, I think, is important here. So I think
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we’ve drawn the right balance, and I feel
good about it.

Africa-U.S. Trade
Q. Mr. President, does the United States

see African-American businesses as a part of
the national strategy for participation and
partnering with South Africa?

The President. Absolutely. Because, in
part, I think African-American businesses are
more likely to see the opportunities. There
are going to be a lot more other kinds of
businesses, all kinds of American businesses
here, I predict to you, in the next few years,
both selling here, buying from here to sell
in the American market, and investing here.

But this is really an incredible opportunity
for the African-American business commu-
nity to get on the ground floor of what I be-
lieve will be an explosion of economic activity
in the years ahead.

One of the things we’re doing here is dedi-
cating the Ron Brown Commercial Center
in Johannesburg, and Ron told me years ago,
shortly after he became Commerce Sec-
retary, that there was a new Africa emerging
and that we needed to be a part of it; we
needed to be in on the ground floor. So that’s
what we’re trying to do.

Ron Brown
Q. Do you miss him especially now?
The President. Especially now. I just—

I’d give anything if he could have made this
trip.

Africa-U.S. Trade
Q. Well, Mr. President, speaking of the

Africa package, a different version of that,
fast track—are you planning on reproposing
it again or introducing that before Chile?

The President. Well, I don’t think we can
pass it before Chile, so it’s not important.
We know we have the votes to pass it in the
Senate, and we know we don’t yet have the
votes to pass it in the House. So I’m just
going to keep working on it until I think
we’ve got the votes to pass it in the House.
It should pass.

But I don’t think that that should deter
us from passing the Africa trade and invest-
ment bill. It’s passed in the House now. We
certainly have the votes in the Senate to pass

it, so it’s really a question of getting it up
on the Senate calendar. They’re not meeting
many days this year, and they seem to be,
for reasons I don’t quite understand, bringing
up a lot of issues that are highly contentious
and don’t have a big impact on the future.
So I’m hoping I can cut through the Senate
agenda and get—persuade Senator Lott and
others to bring it up, because I think the Afri-
ca trade bill should pass this year, and I think
it will if we can just bring it up.

Q. Mr. President, will there be any consid-
eration by your administration similar to the
Gray amendment concept, in an effort to mo-
bilize the entire American business commu-
nity? And are there any concrete plans that
we can begin to talk about?

The President. Well, we’ve announced
here that we would be involved in financing
support—or supporting, if you will, the fi-
nancing of American business deals here in
Africa through the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation. And we’ve already helped
to finance the two significant ones here in
South Africa in transportation and tele-
communications. So we will have way over
half a billion dollars worth of support for fi-
nancing new business investment in Africa.
And I think that will get a lot of people in-
volved quickly. I hope it will.

President’s Race Initiative
Q. Mr. President, there is word that the

race initiative will end in September, for-
mally. Now, the conclusion—is that because
of the fact that the momentum is not there,
that you thought it could be? And there was
word from some White House staffers that
the initiative could last as long as the end
of your term.

The President. I don’t think we’ve de-
cided. I think, for one thing, in some form
or fashion the initiative will last until the end
of my term, regardless, because I want to—
I think we have to continue to work on this
in a very conscious way, to close the oppor-
tunity gaps and also to prepare for living in
an increasingly multiracial society. I mean,
soon there will be no particular ethnic group
that has a majority in America. So it will con-
tinue in one form or fashion, regardless.

And insofar as how the Advisory Board
should conclude its activities and when, I
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haven’t made a final decision on that. So
there isn’t—you know, my staff may be of
different views on it, but I haven’t heard from
any of them, and we haven’t made a final
decision on it. We still have a lot of work
to do on the agenda that has already been
laid out just for this board. And we’ve got
several things planned. When I get back,
we’re going to do kind of a townhall meeting
on ESPN, with a lot of athletes, which should
be very interesting.

Q. Michael Jordan?
The President. I don’t know if they’ve

signed up yet. As bad as he beat me when
we played golf together, he sort of owes me
one, so maybe I can get him to do it.

And we are going to have a serious discus-
sion on public television, which I think will
be very, very interesting—the PBS. We’re
going to get some really bright people in and
talk about where we’re going on that, with
the race matters. And then we’re going to
have a week in which we attempt to have
a serious discussion of race on every college
campus in America. So those are our next
big things coming up when I get home.

Q. So April seems to be a real month for
your race——

The President. April is a big month. April
will be a big month for it, but we’re still roll-
ing out policies. We’ve got some significant
things that are in budget process which will
have a huge impact on the opportunity gap
issues. We’ve got a provision in our budget
to more than double the number of em-
powerment zones. Secretary Cuomo has got
some very impressive proposals to set up de-
velopment banks and other things to create
jobs in inner cities and other isolated areas
where the unemployment rate is high still.

So we’ve got a lot to do this year, and we’ll
see along about September where we are and
in what form we should proceed. But I
haven’t made a final decision.

President’s Visit to Africa
Q. The minority community seems to be

really in your favor at all times, and especially
now. In the African-American community,
there seems to be the biggest love for Presi-
dent Bill Clinton ever, especially with this
Africa trip. What is this Africa trip meant to
send to the African-American community as

well as the Latino community and the Asian
community?

The President. Well, I think that the trip
has special meaning for African-Americans.
But if I can first say, I think all Americans
should strongly support this trip. There are
700 million people living in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca. Within 25 years, the population will near-
ly double. This is a huge place. It’s bigger
than the United States and Canada put to-
gether—considerably bigger. And the popu-
lation has been kept down in the past be-
cause of disease, primarily, and abject pov-
erty.

Now, better health care, better invest-
ment, better education, and better economic
growth are going to increase the importance
of Africa to every country and all kinds of
people. And America’s ties to Africa need to
be strengthened and deepened. So I hope
every American supports it.

But African-Americans in particular
should take a lot of pride in this. And I found
it inconceivable when I took office that no
American President had ever taken a long,
comprehensive trip to Africa. And when I go
to Poland, Polish-Americans identify with
that. When I go to Ireland and there’s over
100,000 people in the streets in Dublin, the
Irish-Americans identify with that. And I
think that it’s high time that African-Ameri-
cans had this same opportunity that other
Americans enjoy to know that their ethnic
heritage has a present meaning and a future
for the United States and African nations in
partnership.

Q. Mr. President, it’s been noted that you
are very, very tired. Why did you put so much
on the front end of the trip? I mean, we’ve
watched you in some of the shots—I mean,
you look like you are about ready to just fall
out.

The President. Well, I just have so—it’s
a long way from America, and I have so little
time, and I just am trying to make the most
of it. And we’ve had some—the days have
been very long, and we arranged to travel
a lot late at night. And I try to sleep when
I’m on the plane; it’s not always possible. But
I’m feeling better now; I’m kind of getting
my sea legs, and I think I’m—I was less
sleepy today during the middle of the day

VerDate 31-MAR-98 08:27 Apr 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P14MR4.031 p14mr4



544 Mar. 31 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

than I have been on any day so far on the
trip, so I’m getting adjusted.

But I find that if you have a very hard-
driving schedule, then you get tired. But if
you don’t do very much, then when it’s over,
then you say, gosh, there’s 15 things I wished
I’d done I didn’t do. So I think, on balance,
the American people are better served by
having me be a little tired the first 2 and
3 days and keep driving through the schedule
and getting done as much as possible.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at 5:34 p.m.
on March 27 in the Cape Town Hotel, and it was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 31. In his remarks, the President referred
to NBA Chicago Bull Michael Jordan. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Remarks to African
Environmentalists in
Gaborone, Botswana
March 31, 1998

Thank you very much, Minister Kgoroba,
for your leadership and your kind remarks.
I certainly hope that our visit here will in-
crease tourism in Botswana, not so much be-
cause my wife and I came, but because we
brought such a vast American delegation and
a lot of members of our press corps. And
I think I can speak for them—this may be
the only subject on which I can speak for
them, but I think I can speak for them—
they had a wonderful time, as well, and we’re
very grateful to you. [Laughter]

Vice President Mogae, thank you for join-
ing us, and congratulations about your as-
sumption of office just in the next few hours.
Minister Merahfe, Secretary Mpofu, Ambas-
sador Mogwe, thank you all for making us
feel welcome. I’d like to say a special thanks
to Mr. and Mrs. Kirby and all the people
associated with the Mokolodi Nature Pre-
serve for making us feel so welcome here.
This is a perfect place for our meeting.

I thank the distinguished delegation from
the United States Congress and Secretary
Slater and AID Administrator Atwood; Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson; my National Security
Adviser, Sandy Berger, and Assistant Sec-
retary of State for African Affairs Susan Rice,

Ambassador and Mrs. Krueger, and our en-
tire American delegation for being here.

And I would like to say a special word of
thanks to the people who work day-in and
day-out in environmental and preservation
work who participated in our roundtable.
And I’d like to introduce them. And I’ll do
my best to pronounce their names properly.
If I don’t, you’ll just have to make allowances
for me. They did a wonderful job.

First, the Director of the Botswana De-
partment of Wildlife and National Parks,
Sedie Modise; from Cameroon, the Director
of the United Nations Development Pro-
gram’s Office to Combat Desertification and
Drought, Samuel Nyambi; from Ghana, Pro-
fessor of Zoology at the University of Ghana
and Chair of the Scientific and Technical Re-
view Panel of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, Yaa Ntiamoa-Baidu; the Resident
Representative for Conservation Inter-
national for Madagascar, formerly Governor
of the Central Bank of Madagascar, Minister
of Finance, and when I first met him, the
Ambassador to Madagascar to the United
States, Leo Rajaobelina; and the Director of
the African Conservation Centre of Kenya,
Dr. Helen Gichohi.

I think it’s fair to say that none of us who
visit Botswana will ever forget the beauty of
the environment. Hillary and I and many of
our party, as the Minister just said, have been
reveling in the beauties of Chobe. And we
do want to come back to the Okavango Delta.
And we would like to see more of the
Kalahari and more of the rest of the country.
I think any human being who spends any ap-
preciable amount of time in a uniquely pris-
tine place, full of the wonders of animal and
plant life, instinctively feel humanity’s sacred
obligation to preserve our environment. I
have been deeply encouraged by what I have
just heard in the meeting with Africa’s—
some of Africa’s most distinguished and dedi-
cated environmental experts as we discussed
the challenges we all face in meeting our ob-
ligation to preserve the environment.

There are challenges on every continent.
Here in Africa, deserts are spreading, forests
are shrinking, water is increasingly scarce.
The needs of growing populations often clash
with those of plants and animals. People’s
health is more at risk as pollutants poison
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